Objective: The aim of this study was to evaluate and compare the efficacy of punch biopsies and cervical scrapes in the detection of human papillomavirus (HPV) DNA from the cervix and compare the results with the histopathologic diagnosis.
virus (HPV) is associated with different types of cervical lesions. Therefore, HPV typing has become increasingly important. [1] [2] [3] [4] (Table 3) . As shown in Table 3 , there were no differences in the detection of HPV DNA in the different categories of cervical lesions, or from normal cervix whether studied from cervical scrape or biopsy. Table 4 shows the correction between the histopathologic findings and the detection of specific HPV-DNA types in a biopsy taken from the same lesion. HPV-DNA 16 In this study, we compared the detection and typing of HPV DNA from cervical scrapes and colposcopically directed biopsies from patients with normal cervix, patients with benign atypia, and patients with SIL. Our goal was to find out whether biopsy could also be used for HPV-DNA detection by AffiProbe. We found that either one of the sampling proce- As shown in many previous studies, 1 '4'5 there was an increase in the overall HPV-DNA positivity with increasing severity of the lesion. Furthermore, the rate of I-IPV-DNA 16 positivity increased from 0 in normal cervix to 54% in SIL when both HPV-DNA testing and histopathologic examination were performed on biopsies obtained from the same lesion.
One obvious problem was that the overall sensitivity of" the test appeared to be quite low. It is somewhat disturbing that fewer than half" the patients with any atypia and only two-thirds of" the patients with histologically confirmed SIL had HPV DNA detected by either specimen.
